' f š а 4 - 
" Ld „= 3 di LI - “ E XP - oan e- e. ГЕ" с 
Заўв диа Pr Rl а. ары Тб. гада кый - p^ : а еш» j , да 
< m К. wert « з. p ж ar A ا‎ жа е. . nm oun с. Ў а a бас а “Тт P pul Р VE ал. ^ 


A ў "р" о: ص‎ АК E с . “ае м Ж. р ж ^ 
> ёф “=> — ۽‎ «m с. “е ve аа - 4 7 "d LET “.-...- фае d Jey = we Е К = жағы. 
, e . we “ E. x е! --- fra Ре Dh т.е чї» “е S «MF ағат ай. “а -- 


е . 2 二 + с“ Ries “Жамб, “. ^ y е “ - < 一 с 
; ь "^ ` f %? ра ж DU. ed Er E Ж — AC ° 05 4 < 
: , $ “рая 24.9 а Р У жола “Ба, g e fmt PULLS +. w we. uU . — ee “ne МА 3 
DT Pu LM IL ved" й „274$. "у (P a, +” жы” м2 қ; e s 7". < a E ow vl d 





— h. —— ----- —UPx— —— sk + ——  — € == = = 
T N ~ " - „> E “ Á“ ` р - < 4 -— а 
5 к. я ow - i». B - 二 ” 2 4 





> з 4 | » | 
z > 
Е 
5 w ñ t 
г с з { E 2% y 
_ я. - = й 
М” ` с е - y й d E 
- - - й 
` 4 а А 
> ” э ь Е * x 
4 е--і Е { 
4 ` 
- ғ " 2 
. ? : ~ 
> ~ 
2 ы - 






L] є % ~ 


A > a || Le A n 5 
А ۶ | ^ к 
„A NS 


Баць ТУ д. ў 
| “ҮМ ДА 


2 ^^ PN ENS АА 


RAR 2272. 












> > Xy 
>> D 

D 

Э 


> 
Dr > 
SEE A 

— E». 


A 


D 
yD 
D у 
DE 








Ээ ` К дч 7 | = 
” ~ | . 


аў (PRA RARE ^ А; AAA 


Awa 


S PUN AP D A 


s- 


ӨШТІ 


уў Do... 
S OF AMERICA. 


A. 1, AY WAAR AR 


“wa 


^ 
4 


\ 
) 


та, 
"4 й 
й CÓ 
t) 
TM É 





UNITED STATI 


l^ ара А x 127 x AA А А A Aaa 
Maro = c; 


| | | ж | EN S ANN V 
AO AA AAA AAA A ATARI ERU ар 2 | Ас a A VR. 
| ауа A УАТ УАУ АУА A а Qe Ve NRE NTE ^ VARA AAA AA BAA, A RAA 2 


АА ДЫ АДАА А АДАМА ААА КА AA AA ARAL ААДА ҚАДА САДАҒА 


LWA Аал ARARA AANA, An ANA 
AAAAAAAA NA AWAY АДДА 


| 
j 


P жж; Ww a 


al. 





' ` 
LN | 





АРАА ава 


i JA i. 
У NP 


> 


Ол oV 
Е | ! / - 
"obo VAN Pu 


4 
I) po^ 
4 
к 


13 
ia 
` 


бе as 
. ^" 


1 
a 


AAA 


^ š 
N м 


了 AAARAGAAAGAAAA д. 





ў | | 
ат Тат. B 


Е 7 A. б 
МТО d 


үөү ï 


ж уі" i 
MY EN 
қ” р ^ " 


her 


ү 
N ^" 
) % 

t Ги би 
rina 
pi 


Р 
ite 
A ` 
tv 
ANY 
ZUM 


ON 


я 
aN LI 
19 ” 
۸ MO 

l] Í 


' s 
pi: 


1 
ў 
а, 


y t 174 
у 2 i 2 «$ Ча 
УТ у f ч! PT, P^ TA ^ Y. 
Ж n 79) a 
ў. à м d VM 
‘ ۳ +A. 


Ms n" uy hun 


MU EY Ў 

Lr. ts 1 

"C " 1” h ^ 

À М ы Ү u^ т 
ite e xd A 


Й ЖТА 
M a Na 
E b 





В ^ Wy ` р , А ў б 
REL К OAT 


{ P 
4 PAD wF 
| 4/98 I ` 4 4 З. ү; Р 
‘we a А ЕА? d 
9%. 9: сұға 
"AS Һ ўба" е. 77? 
5% 57% ag ir 


T ж " a^ 
Ur очае Vin | 
мёў ў ан 
fun | 


"X 


* 


қ 
іў dM 2 aM 


2v UT d LN 
М H й Z © 


^ > 
C E 


АА 
йл) tee 
^ NN ! 


i; 


se M 
x = 


а 


سەھ ” 
` 


- XE 


1% 
$ . а 
МТ T. í аб'ё: 





VES 
а! 
s 


i T^ 
WA ^ M ^ 
У 


CN 
x 


va 
| ү 


/ m. ^^ А це 
4 ^1 YN 1 ni " 
леу 1 m 


Tu I 4 
БАШ" 


«б. 


AMAN 
ah 


24 
H 


EYN | 
7, ui ye 
iå А ' 
P Й 
t 
د‎ SE LN 
» a 33 - 
(ЖА; ЖР, 


+ 
i 


M 

- н 
"d 4 
Ë д 
м 
nM 


t£ , "^ * М" p 
Iw "ы ` 
^ bA i Қ М Т ОУ 
Ж Mara і 4 ж" , г 
СА 4 ми 3 tr 

>» 













і ғ 
‚| 


EN 4 

















Y 4i J^ 
ow: | У лау” n Sets Т. 
Гаі ў. М6? таны іб "1 МҸ " L 
ae 4 СН. » ud Wires Jeet Н 
hy AU p; 24 2 ^ "ж tie h a + 2 p T v а 





HN AOA 
LA Таен 
У | 


Ax 


vil NSB А 
A A I 
Я М Өй ц ` 





i 
I ly AN | қал, аб У! “. eter "n G 
"кес й HOM, ^ А nh. YP 4) % 57 а NR Ер, ҮТ, I г. ь ` mn 
TD ҒА Yes 6 Ру A FU A Vd E ЛЛ, 
Е ' ag ў 7 jA ` Ў, i, и à А! 1 VL yr í 1 { 
A A P S thi МА "Dt "s Ў V OMA ЖЛ т) d P AM 
1 (ў і n9. 1 Ма * t м“ 9” m 1 ЖҰ n, f ki ( қ 4 









4 à si 
+ С Few. N 0 ^ % Tort u 

, , М.А ; ms | 4 f ца NY | Vh rov M Li y 

P Р * L 4 пе P è A. 
т-д 4 7 ' M ( М MY . 9 wil 4 YAN 29 i] М сэн му Yt е уя М4 SUM S 
uta LE м | / i ' x ] ~ РИ AU ГК ҮЛЕ OT Р Б BON i СУ; 
К ДЇ", "Mis OT C HAT «у ЛЫ ДИН N Cn PARTOUT ка AZE SIN Н ЖАУ AY У ЧУЛА 
, V (tM af А ' '4 ) \ ' і e I ` i кі қ "E 4 f i А \ 1 f j LIP (^d ж 4” й 2 A 7: f M Y 4) , 1 s “ I 4 47 hs y 4% м 
TUM. , (24 > n nj " 4 f no^. i 4 4 Де З Ў URS ҮК » Lut і m^ 
“ў an к. Me = A | «t 4. | ! | A Й 2 жч i ч an nm ү (У | 7“ L ў 4.» А \ N T j^ ч E ? | ay N 

M. viti» ' ve vM | М й ALUMNO o PU PS А, Е, Ж 7! LN bru t дама 
BA j - p^ «d " : ! А ЖҰҒА? a KI nM қ пла” ў Аба i 
ЖУ p ы? я í A Ф + / À й W i 0 P" ` j d па А í į e ЕЈ л y Uu ГУ, Š «d 1 44% 

E , Í I і ў « "hd vi 1 * М АБ n 

= d уе ел N t ЖМУ, 3 Tg "T ша as ү ек Ж Тм сца ник ў 
LI Ы ` % җа, © фи i på £ Мі T "ы ғ, ў i , Y к 7.4! 4 
ғ к. n ү ( M 4. i 1 "Ма 0m d ' 1 , 4 “ . ^. 3 MU 1 АМ! Мұ 
Е 1 ж к. E { ги b yt d nor | š 

- ' ri. ` Ж ^ A 4. e 




















v9. 
I 2 . ў , | > ' Ж ДЗ 
1 , ہس‎ | j uf % GM жх" ^ * e° а! 
с? 1 “ А M s " ` a f . ` «Ж і ы 4 ў Tu . ^ 
ү, $ ^ \ / , j 72 ў” РАЗ J t ) 1 Mm | 0 n 11 P 72 s} фа 3 Ж M ер 
М A А П s ‹ ) ) f 1 > ҮЛТҮ, м, A гіт Ку РҮ 
up ۸4 д ғ“ воі \ 162 4 ` A. y^ . ] ; P 4 f “ ў ра, і nh ' rt Ray ۸ й у n ^ 
TL hx а. Маа ж ОЛУ, ç ve Me XOU SAP MN UPS үз; сүле 3. 1j ) 
i T f j $i Y Уу” ' Г PX Vr ^ b UN MP 3) / nt, ' ALPE 924 I 4 4 
з , (ғым | AM p "TH | [X N Ioas | IP | Í ае 7 МУ ўз аў ee ICU И, | қу КУКУ: JD w TO uj 
f ж ла; M Р % L: і 34 UA “ "d M” i ) / i i Tay М > 2! 4! ч М”! К “на. i 2%. іх Умка 4 n 
3 d | t і А ч “а і ч қ 2 ч ўз дыч TATER SS 
4 i ‘ IW 1 А L^ қ |” / m * | à | 4 i “-“ б ” қ " } Тт ha ( | ux х А0) 2 >» 
! 4 , , 4 і ^ , "5 қ ý P j | | 1 і ' I 4 (x, M ы t 4 ñ i Ti Tren ^h de 
ы EI T ў! і pus i 4 н 1 is Al AD IM m 
( гай і; Ғ. Tr RO i ( "Vu 1 ў ч ҚАУ X UM - P^ ' М5 n FE ü HE. "| 
a j қ * i ‘ 4 / 5 ' ) q i й Й ` Р, ' й Tf. А LATE vin N ! 2 = [> 
““” ' š UT А “ҒАМ ' DUNT «A WAS, AC LIO X. Y hr. 
1 1 X | ў, Е І E f / ж I " Y Y „4 e / uL UE т ҮМ, 
е 4 » ^ ў? ' г / , f ' ; 91 5 ' ' 4 P ur 77, ў el 4 М Ад 2 NI 
И w , 4 h " A x - n w За N 
L ` , i" , A М Yu “её. ^ 4 
! 1 - ама) ۰ 1 ‘ 4 | ! " Iv o ^ meer 
v b 4 " م‎ ` . | ' ш ار‎ A T / 0 қ Л “.“.” ` “ Yes id 
4 4% t , ; F V AM nhi k oy ў , I bac А" r “44 LV J PPs | 
; J j ! е f . ' 1 un 1 y v ta) ey tien Y “у ^ 
* € “% > ч ' h í Í . Қы, " * 
A h " 1 ы % ы Т E í 4 ' ..» | \ "717 y ‘ b y ы” P TOJ t 1 Tie д ' % 
iy A I iM j i "PEU р d T» | у LU. 41 2 "n 
А h K ч), it f ` Р \ й | ГР д 2. FÉ \ й, if w і n М iv, Я UW) Lo A 
| | | v. Т | К, leu wh | v А eo a ii. 
| | ; 4 ү, | ij Т, І | vr Гр U al : 
4 2 ` 4 f p i I м 4 U yt , й 4 е,” i 17 TE 3 N % 
2707 WU f 18 Loo d rod sp t P AA ч SE (К; 
I" А “З hu ' a.) | ура ` M. U 111 OPI é ү] d е; , » 2 
7 À ”) j à 1 " ; * ў - ў » j ) y 7 № i Т Аза w 41: 
' L . P 4 7 4 d 
* * M - í IA à Р = і Y Ў» ۷ і À ¢ T Р ^ 好 J 
“а Ñ , й А ЫА" М , J ‘ Ae é , 4 
An ite аў ЎЎ А? а L^ 5%», S "M. | LAT ` EAS AEN A Ца, “1.2” Eo Vua Y 
D ug" P E y [4 Y к” 4 j à Ре” TA 3 . г 4 t и i ¢ q 7 МА 70 4 ыў TO д ГА ,- 
d x ; ñ, h CU OTT , t А E I | ау. p.t ПЕ 1) % ^ "қ ( EL А! E "Bau VR 21; 
TM, қ, ^i - ы ( k. 4 | 9 I" My wW ах m n^. м, < А ‚а ДУ ” 
A nip A г ` | Fx, | LATA eed 1 \ і M еў аа d жү 
i 4 ( га І 可 Р M 4 t ” s ) ۷ t ё? 3 g 4 L bn , 2! D 4 Ë Moro | D D 'T 
UE I ' ) I ` ` AL f | Ўы" ` AL AT \ 4 М "АА r j Dur 7 “Ҡ 
iu 3 E kJ ы қ > [ fa m ^ y ur % y^ s Y. AS Е Q % 20 КҮ) N фо Раг Á P^ MUT ^ 
m ` af f I I * TÉ , / шө i , I , ' ` і 4 £^ і 
BS» ۹ І ! “ІК IA : Ты, ‘ ull | - H2 1 А у, 
XL AA д. " ү ‹ I , M ` T У, ” l ' " 5 ў | і 7, PL ñ M фы < CM D | 
747 59; ҰН Я | ; 7 { е үү АШАЙ. Mur {, į AE ty Sa VAST У e 
mr» ыу, аі 1 «М i ОР vj , ' Ж 2 У SEA ў bi. ' 
A 4L \ ж "To T oy 1 E j қ Y .. 2 ' ШАУ “; А \ h WAN: P ry i ^, \ “ ү V ў і б. шы аі 
4 ARA “ж Pu ; f 4 І Я 04 ws? е f 414! в [ ; J ina 41 4 ç 24% à 1 P ы او‎ І E 
A ? . с қ "^ ' j L e "ғ > as í É i t 4 . „е 44. сг? а $ “..4 М. ём 4% 
Lo PO ЫН WE DUE CRT отео ОЧА 1 Е Канца rA 
n ч ; “а its i | эч ЖҮРЕ “ Р e^ » I «21 1! "эя у Lj IA "^ ЖМ ` 14 Ұ қы Д (ад... "Ee 
nM. Р A у ; 77% A" 0 У ' n í Et (uy t `h ç А ef %) Y 
a E ULT Ye i TA ғы» | А. "s. ^N. М EA J к ЧАМ W: Pa 7 WF K 19: Ф P em 4 
' А 25 8 і mutT, *" , А A 1 ' ТАЛ | Е А I А, с ( i T + ; ”. N і F 
" ay H і Y y ү, y 4 4 y i | 34 À 3 v, 3 і i! ‘J Y QUIS , P x 
в: ! \ w d fhe А | ! А í Y ( Г & b 7 + „7 , rw 
TENETUR IRE ANA HUN t шару, cad o s ORE ы са RUP MENS 
K , 4 - ‘ М + * i lai hy Í n" {4 / pi! wt DEM À B i LEM 
PAR! 1 * , Á ! . | “а " u ^ ç у САТЕ ' Маў ы / А” “ А 
7 1 ^ ч? T JU ! ж з ' %% К. а : Е 4 ۳ 1% з Z Жү ' А ў ў LUY қау» d EUM "ж ў ^. ik 
4 ” > I l I ' a 7 L a? 41% "ы Q . M ч 
Y “с x . T , i" i / ) \ й I d H` y . ) К ) P Us ۴ | M j n. hy М 4 М 3254 A 
аф... 74% LN м 4 7 - M г) ы à N t , ч і M. ~f f ' ý | 1 4% - ELO б ы 
ы “ А Г Ы "Am, WU " r 
P dva V Ms Кк а м d J IPS La Rs 
L AU Мах CON 9x ' й - j іы і "vf ' З. WE 4 š і 
, BT WILJAN ۶ 9 ! ж Г ) i г Wye q » ы ' 4 v Ji ا‎ 
р Ç Pas АА "3 қ: A Уі I Е А | h Y n k AN ) ^ d 1^ af i - "wj д ] аз (6% К М, 
4 ^ та * t , í М ‘ N M | a h Е “ l ў 4 TA . 
) LU 7 b. Ж. - Ў; үр 9.) D "a | ET AV 4 АА > D С Ky T АГ | Wey x, | » "Ni 
Ue Е h j \ i r 4 " ^ ç 4 4 ) M ' А ы”. | À re LA u 4 | ЭУ) 
cT y . ) Y y A^ | 28 , T | г А dii КУА; hd : eine М” ny Ы J ) EM , AL j ` edt Я ам 
С ARPA кіт . | жы” И. oer © LM еу «Жы ҰМЫ UEM Lus ex О E fh A 
UL AN US CIA PAY | ‘ < | PS t V ut І is ^ ) ы г SD. АЧ AIO ae 
i % ) i , 4 t { , | қ N Y ( % n? ун M "n" ^» МИА N 
n ; і, | ho ў I I OLO Ў, 
t; ) | 


М ; м? ^id 
main ` r. и 1! ` а Ў, B xe dl ч. ү M МА, , ў А yy run d E 1 Vi n ы” 2,9 А ed 1 

t, ч? iv" LP ` №! ж аҹы » ү a ^ Ta CU T E куя ү 4 | M ТД» ^ 1 I М 115. 2À A м: THTS TA 11А MN. VU M “ “У À WP | f 
FL ^ N rd ^r 1 "2 й | ғ-ң , 4; ' '„ "^ ye 97 p E E. У, (й ы j^ + AE М ЖА А itv 4 Е: яа ж” " ои ҮК it 

М Be e ^ қ „+... i2 4 қ м I 745 7174 / “ay i ' 5 к TENEO 14 баста, um NA унер: ee ы b 491 
! “. P i / , A ' (ышы к А 4 А. OQ Н Mr. к eU 

к iy fel, » ' ү 4 4 1 , "m Қ Ai V. ў а у E % 1% anf 1 A ( J 174 Меў “> $: қ; 

й д, » ў 


v 
mE. 


SUR tas 
- i Th 

























і Ым 
me! M Аб 


Ту ў у; 
d 


жаты d 
LN ° 


x, 


چ > 


ê M 
Ax. 


ONG ў 
клк, 


Wh LM : 


Aure Құқ 
Y stot у) 


d y 
f 
2 р 
* ч Y ж 
К 4 


5, 


in 
Ç 1% 


TA 
ж 
е» 


P 
Adi / Рл 
* жуу” 
) ч чих 


A 4 
PM NT, 

k + i 
oP d 9% 


| PSI 


ha 


1.79 21 


f 


à v т 2 7 y * “ ў 


nh. 
а; ube n. УУ 
"I N 
‘ee y! 47% м: 


| 
1 


۹ 


ін Ж b \ y 
Ji | CIN. R^ 
afit. y aj £A A LOT 
й й j " & , 










~< 





^ 
m 





ДА 2 г) БАЙ 
ы ^l^) A TID. 
і зя ча i p" 2 


A = 
а, “Ў. 


- == == – 


` No. 1879. Annual Subscription $30. Entered at the Po 
| | ..- ая вееопа class matter, May 14, 1889. 









st Office, New York, 





/ Мітве SQURRE | 


` A. D. 1530—1888. 


BY 


JOHN FRANCIS BREWER. 


4 ‘2 7 
š í a, 所 a í$ y m ж с fate 27 % 
P . Basie | SERS 3.3 
А- FYR [бозу 

LN | | 
: "VASHINGTOS 
— p? 


. |emw:w.iIoveLL (OMPANY —— 


„б 
y>’ 
at 








“вләри әц 20948 eq], + 

'eSmpuueH әч Н : ‘Хлора OY} 18 11100 19912) ӘП, 

“мэр әп о) Suppee[ әзер H 'eyespry 
"900199 SUI о} Suppee[ NLY A "ео ÁNO UJ —uo1tq s,punoH 
“99.78 пеццерве о) Зигреә eH M ']noq3LA, 399448 e3e3pry 
"ПІЛ ХНМЯН ЯО SAVA HHL NI ALVOACTY 


IDEM Tl £ САЛАТ 7) > үш 
j ШИ e (/ f “; ЖА | I 
F = e c. * Р iJ га : 
j КАТ: : 57 7 — ч = 
қа AP: | = 


«mom 





e 


t 
. 
it} 
` ! “ 
` 
4 
№ қ 
* 
.Х... 


(туй; 
= 


ж = ж 


— 


) 


ааа LIN 
x Wa : 
UR 


^om 

um 

< 
Aii 
ҚМ 
让 


n И | T IU ЕНЕ 
“ њо; А B E L ° : 2. M р 4 - : 
яс i г e Үү - : 1 Л è 
B К КАНЫ ИШ HR" EE! Ui 
MIU o RUIN eB ELE. ШЫ УЙ m APRA OT Ya Ti VT , 3۹ 


ae P a TIM B i 
З 一 一 一 一 cm 


3 





Ee 
| | ' 
i 


THE CURSE 


ВАСІ 


MITRE SQUARE. 





A.D. 1530-1898. 


bY 7 


JOHN FRANCIS BREWER. 


NEW YORK: 
JOHN W. LOVELL COMPANY, 


14 AND 16 VESEY STREET. 


> 


+ ( ` M v 1 ^ - Ра ph Е 5 гим? UN n "Ы: + 
| МЧК ЖУ АЛМ Ct EN E P МАГ 
MEL NS а АМ Cae 
re a ўра | uu I T «буў | 2 
ا‎ ы и: ia or, di n 


25 


ws м 


Lhasa 


w 
! KUS it. 
«>, ed 


NEP 


м4: 
К УЕ 
— 


ыы, - 3 


£ 
> а 


"Ss 
2” 


€ 


ж; 
/ 4 


. б» 2 > 
D Я. 
fi 
м 
Ф. 





THE CURSE UPON MITRE SQUARE. 


THREE WONDERFUL SEWING MACHINES 


чы x 4, 
` pasanapaq ne 
K| SINGER LAE A » š 





THE NEW SINGER К d га 
VIBRATOR 2 


| | 
EN. E Е I 
а | Cie Я е 
- | N ма i 
<A Hum 11. 


| 
| y 
У 


THE NEW SINGER 


AUTOMATIC 


SINGLE THREAD 





THE NEW SINGER 


OSCILLATOR 





ESPECIALLY ADAPTED FOR FAMILY SEWINC. 
Lighter Running, Quieter, Simpler, and more Modern than any Other. 
PERFECTION GUARANTEED, OFFICES EVERYWHERE. 


THE SINGER MANUFACTURING COMPANY, NEW YORK. 


(Makers of Eight Million Machines.) 
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БООК І. 


THE TRAGEDIES IN THE CHURCH ОЕ 
HOLY TRINITY, ALDGATE. 


CHAPTER I. 


THE КЕОРНУТЕ. 


T was curious that, notwithstanding their power 
and wealth, their well acknowledged munificence, 
and their good fortune in other respects, the monks 
of Holy Trinity Church, Aldgate, were but ill at 
-ease in the year of grace 1530. АП that. monks © 
wished for they possessed. The Priory was, with 
the exception of Westminster, the most superb 
monastic institution in Middlesex. In its revenues 
were included the whole ward of Portsoken, four 
parish churches acknowledged its authority, and its 
privileges far exceeded those of any institution of 
the like kind, with the one exception named above. 
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lt is true that its wealth had been in former times 
even greater, and its sway over a portion of the city 
more undisputed; but still so much remained, so 
much glory and magnificence still adhered to the 
monastery, that it was strange the forty monks 
should have cause for apprehension. 
` "These monks were of the order of canons regular, 
and with greater power and greater wealth than fell 
to the lot of other monasteries, they, notwithstanding, 
escaped the open hostility of the king and his nobles. 
This being the case, it is plain that they were chari- 
table and popular with their parishioners. Had any 
scandal attached to the Priory or its inmates, had 
its revenues been ill-managed, or the poor of the 
district adjoining cause for complaint that their 
wants were not attended to, then certain is it that 
the rapacious King Hal and his still more rapacious 
nobles would have marked it for destruction. Such, | 
however, was not the case; neither king nor nobles 
dared lay hand on so useful and popular an insti- 
tution, and Prior and monks reigned supreme, safe 
from the temporal power which feared to touch 
them. 

The monks were, however, unhappy, and knew. 
well the cause of their uneasiness. In the beginning 
of the year à rumour had reached the Prior that 
one of the forty had been seen in an adjoining church 
under very suspicious circumstances. What these 
were the Prior did not deem fit to mention; all he ` 
attempted was to discover the delinquent who was 
so likely to bring discredit on his fellows. This was 
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no easy matter, and the conduct of the forty being, 
as a rule, so exemplary, the Prior—easy-going, 
weak-minded man that he was—soon abandoned his 
search, and dismissed the rumour as unfounded. 

Viewed from the events which afterwards ос- 
curred, 16 was а great misfortune to the monastery 
of Holy Trinity that Prior Handcock was at this 

juncture its chief. Not that the Prior was a bad 
_ man; his faults were not those which would disgrace 
an ordinary individual, but they were eminently 
such as incapacitated him for rule. Не was very 
unsuspicious, very frightened of an intellect superior 
to his own, and very liable to favouritism. Тһе 
forty monks were, taking them as a body, a strong- 
minded, intellectual, and hard-headed set, and 
consequently he feared making his authority felt. 
It is, however, but fair to Handcock to mention 
that the men were apparently as good as they were 
clever, and performed cheerfully the by no means 
easy tasks allotted to them. 

The Prior’s favourite was generally the man who 
had last entered the monastery, and who came fresh 
from the pleasures, cares, and turmoils of life. There 
was much that was cheering in this habit of the 
Prior, and it often turned out well. The tran- 
quillity, the freedom from petty worries, the 
probabilities of future reward, the even tenor of the 
monkish life, were put before the young man with 
no little eloquence by the kind Prior, and the youth 
felt satisfied, and stifled any wish to return to the 
world and its wicked ways. But there was also a 
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danger in this partiality. Handcock would never 
recognise that of all his flock the latest comer was 
the most liable to err; never could he bring himself 
to believe that the neophyte might not be a saint; 
the young man was never suspected, a cloak of 
protection was thrown over him, and he felt secure 
from punishment. Now if the neophyte was a good 
man, as of course was generally the case, all was 
well ; if, however, as must sometimes happen 1n every 
institution, he was a black sheep, his misdeeds were 
often undiscovered and, if possible, overlooked, and 
thereby likely to bring great disgrace on the 
monastery. 

In the year before this narrative commences a 
young man of great promise entered the Priory of 
Holy Trinity. His appearance attracted attention, 
and when he conversed he infatuated his hearers 
with the eloquence and charm of his discourse. | 

Of spare frame, though not short, he looked 
delicate, but the head bespoke great power, and ` 
told of strong passion, and no unusual capacity for 
good or evil. 

Martin, for such was his name, was very dark, 
with thick black hair, eyebrows that met and gave 
to the face a somewhat sinister look, which was 
partly corrected by the perfectly straightforward- 
looking blue eyes, which 1s occasionally seen in very 
dark persons. Тһе nose was aqui'ine, but too 
thin, and the mouth, the worst feature in the face, 
firmly closed and not unfrequently hidden by the 
hand. This was the more curious, as Martin 
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possessed the whitest teeth imaginable, beautiful 
in their regularity and perfection. 

When not conversing Martin's appearance gave 
the impression of an intellect debased by cunning 
and evil passion; when, however, he spoke, his 
eloquence and manner MEDAAS this, and intellect 
. only was discernible. 

Such was the neophyte and favoured protégé of 
Prior Handcock. Great pains were taken to interest 
Martin in his new duties, but at first no special 
work was allotted to him. The monks realised that 
he was no ordinary man, and though, as a rule, they 
did not favour new comers, they for once approved 
the Prior's selection of а favourite, and regarded 
him as the coming light of the monastery. 

It was soon evident that Martin's career would 
be that of а, preacher, and so well did he work апа 
so exemplary was his character, that the Prior, after 
consulting the other monks, decided that the more 
onerous duties should be waived in order that he 
might pursue such studies that would befit him for 
an orator. 

Martin progressed very rapidly under the treat- 
ment of the good monks, and made himself a great 
master of rhetoric. His natural polish of manner 
and silvery voice held him in good stead, and his 
expressive Часе emphasised the thoughts that he 
uttered. 

The Prior. however. discovered that his young 
protégé took but little interest in the works of the 
Fathers, and made tardy progress in theology. 
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Everything was done to make Martin conversant 
with the burning questions of the day ; no pains were 
spared to enlist his sympathy and talents in the 
religious cause in which all were interested, but 
to no avail, Martin listened to his instructors, 
apparently pondered over what they said, but was 
dull and sullen when theology, dogma, or the great 
cause were subjects of their counsel. The Prior 
perceiving the uselessness of his instruction at last 
gave way, and allowed his pupil to pursue his study 
of rhetoric according to his bent, but insisted that 
he should possess a fair knowledge of theology 
before being allowed to preach in public in the 
great church of Holy Trinity. 

Martin's companions were, as we have stated, 
intellectual and good men; they performed their 
routine duties, both religious and temporal, in a 
manner which brought credit on themselves and 
happiness on their flock ; but at the time in which ` 
this narrative is cast an unscrupulous and very able 
monarch hungered for the wealth of this most 
wealthy monastery, and it was said that he was 
only waiting for a fitting opportunity to stretch 
forth his greedy hand and grasp the prize. 

The king employed dirty men to do his dirty 
work, aud many of his tools possessed the wily 
cunning and insatiable thirst for gold which dis- 
tinguished their master. 

Foremost among these men was Thomas Audley, 
Speaker of the House of Commons, to whom the 
king was in debt and anxious to repay. Audley had 
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an old grudge against the Priory of Holy Trinity, 
and had bargained with the king that should an 
opportunity occur and the monastery be suppressed, 
the proceeds should go to paying off this old debt. 

The enmity of Audley was well known to the 
monks, who recognised in him their secret foe ; but 
they felt no alarm so long as their reputation stood 
high with the people of the city. 

Such was the condition of affairs when the 
strangest rumour reached the ears of the Prior. 
The monks were not told the nature of this rumour 
at first; all they knew was that, if true, 1t boded ill 
to them, and Prior Handcock, like all unsuspicious 
and weak men, stuck obstinately to his insane deter- 
mination of keeping the information secret from the 
monks, and after awhile dismissed the rumour as 
unfounded. 

In such fashion was laid the foundation for the 
ghastly tragedies and inhuman wickedness which 
have stamped one small portion of the site of Holy 
Trinity Church with the curse of Cain, 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE STOLEN MEETING. 


ALMOST facing the Abbey Church and spacious 
monastic buildings of Holy Trinity, Aldgate, but 
separated from them by Houndsditch—at the time 
of this narrative a broad stream of water- was а row 
of dwelling-houses, with gabled roofs and gardens at 
the back. 

In one of these there dwelt à woman of about 
thirty, whose manner was so reserved, and ostracism 
from her neighbour so complete, that she was 
viewed with suspicion, and would certainly have 
been forced to live elsewhere but for the fact that 
she was reputed to be under the special protection 
of а high official of the Court. 

This woman's life appeared to be quite purpose- 
less, with the exception that twice а week she 
received messages from the hands of а page, to 
whom she delivered answers for her mysterious 
correspondent. The people in the neighbouring 
houses watched the woman’s movements with 
intense interest, and argued rightly that she was 
the accomplice in some fell purpose; the livery of 
the page, however, protected her, and whatever 
may have been the scheme in which she was 
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engaged, іс was matured without interruption from 
the neighbouring inmates. 

This prying curiosity, though it stopped short of 
open enmity, left no stone unturned to discover the 
reason of the mysterious woman's secrecy and the 
nature of her scheme. She was watched night and 
day, but beyond the advent and departure of the 
page nothing was found out. 

After awhile, however, their watching was re- 
warded by an event which, though it increased their 
curiosity, protected the woman stil further from 
insult. 

One evening in January, in the year 1530, when 
the snow lay thick upon the ground, 1% was noticed 
that a man, after leaving his horse in a neighbouring 
hostelry, approached the dwellings by a circuitous 
route as if to avoid notice, and after a careful search- 
ing look to see that he was unobserved, let himself 
into the house where the strange woman lived. 
Notwithstanding his precautions, every circumstance 
of the visit was noted by the neighbours, the stealthy 
appearance, the length of the interview, and the 
height and general appearance of the man himself. 
His departure was effected in the same stealthy 
manner, but on arriving at the hostelry a surprise 
was in store for him; the trapping and saddle of his 
horse had been removed, and no particulars of the 
robbery could be given by anyone. 
` The visit was repeated at irregular intervals, and 
always in the same stealthy fashion, the only differ- 
ence being that the man altered his attire to that of 
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а peasant; whereas on the first oceasion he had 
been richly apparelled. He also came on foot—a 
precaution evidently considered necessary from the 
robbery of the saddle. Owing to the poor lighting . 
of the road and the fear to approach too near, none 
had seen the man's face sufficiently well to enable 
them to again recognise 16; a fact which the inhabi- 
tants greatly deplored, but consoled themselves with 
the possession of the stolen saddle, and thought that 
by its means the name and position of the singular 
visitor would be made known to them. 

After the fourth visit, which took place in broad 
daylight, the man and woman left the house to- 
gether, and, avoiding the bridge opposite the monas- 
tery and Ald Gate, turned to the right and crossed 
Houndsditch by the bridge of Bishop’s Gate, some 
little distance off. 

This circumstance, цей apparently not of great 
importance, greatly exercised the minds of the 
watchers, and suggested to them that whatever the 
secret was, the pair wished to avoid the monks. 

That this may not be unintelligible to readers, 
they must know that (see frontispiece) Ald Gate was 
an approach to the monastery, through а, courtyard 
of which 16 would be necessary to pass in order to 
gain access to the city. Now, the fact that the pair ` 
avoided this route and took the longer one over 
Bishop’s Gate Bridge, was proof that they did not 
wish to be seen by the inmates of the monastery. 
After crossing Bishop’s Gate Bridge the pair escaped 
the vigilance of the watchers. 
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Bearing to the left, the route taken was along 
Bishopsgate Street, through St. Mary Axe into 
Leadenhall Street, passing the stately tower of St. 
Mary Undershaft, when finally they approached the 
little church of St. Catherine Cree, adjoining the 
Abbey buildings. 

The man showed a warrant and was allowed to 
ascend the tower of this church, which commands 
a good view of the cloisters and outbuildings of Holy 
Trinity. The singular part of the affair was that 
the woman was allowed toaccompany him; a very 
-rare privilege, and one which could only have been 
eranted by reason of the importance of the warrant 
or the high official position of the man himself. 

Тһе monks were at recreation in the cloisters, but 
after awhile emerged into the open court, and the man 
who had impatiently awaited for this event, pointed 
them out to his companion and bade her watch 
intently. In little groups the monks marched 
slowly to the transept door of the great church, 
which, when opened, emitted the solemn strains 
of the distant organ. 

The man again grew impatient. It was evident 
he was watching for one who had not yet appeared. 
As far as was possible, from the distance he 
scrutinised the face of each monk, and as the last 
two figures emerged into the court he awoke the 
flagging interest of his companion, and bade her 
mark the younger of the two. 

Martin was engaged in serious converse with the 
Prior. The strongly-marked features were quite 
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visible from the tower, and the woman, after gazing 
at him earnestly for about a minute, satisfied her 
companion that she could not forget the face. On 
descending the tower the pair immediately separated 
and went in opposite directions. 

After the event just recorded the woman fre- 
quently attended the services in the great monastic 
church, and had the worshippers been less devout 
and attended less to their prayers, they might have 
noticed that her gaze was invariably fixed on the 
neophyte whenever he was present, all his move- 
ments being watched with unflagging interest. 

Not only did the woman attend the church in 
service time, still more frequently was she there 
on less public occasions, especially in the mornings 
and evenings, when the monks were reciting their 
offices, such as Prime, Mattins, etc. But whether 
the church was full or empty, her interest was 
centred on Martin. For him and him alone did she 
attend the Church of Holy Trinity. 

Several months elapsed before the scheme pro- 
gressed one jot. Many times did the mysterious 
man visit his accomplice. Long consultations they 
had together, but apparently nothing came of 
them. Evidently the intention of the woman was 
to get Martin by himself, probably to speak to him ; 
but this was difficult to accomplish. When engaged 
in their temporal duties the monks went their 
respective ways, one to one occupation and a second 
to another, and so on. But Martin being the 
youngest, and in training, had no mission entrusted 
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to him. The monks were generally together when 
‘in church; one hour а week, however, each spent in 
solitary prayer before the altar, and the woman 
when she discovered this resolved to note the hour 
and wait till Martin's turn came, and thus obtain an 
interview. 

She found, in addition, that these hours for 
solitary prayer were fixed, that is to say, each monk 
knew beforehand when his time would come to 
betake himself to the church to offer up his devo- 
tions before the high altar. Six times did the 
.woman enter the chureh to be disappointed, but 
on the seventh she was more fortunate, and saw 
Martin in the sanctuary alone, but to her dismay 
a few people remained in the church and frustrated 
her design. And after waiting patiently for an hour, 
longing for them to depart, she saw the neophyte 
go back into the monastery, and thus again was she 
foiled 1n her purpose. 
` For a week the church was free from her evil 
presence, but in the following week, on the same 
day and the same hour, she betook herself to the 
place of quest, confident now of ultimate success. 

It was late 1n the evening, nearly eight o'clock 
and quite dark, but the woman needed no light. 
She knew her way as well as the most saintly of 
worshippers, and as she approached the church, 
the moon, which had been obscured, suddenly re- 
appeared and lit up the stately magnificence of the 
building, and in spite of herself the woman paused 
and gazed upon the scene. Ав big as a cathedral, 
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cruciform in shape, and of perfect symmetry, the 
monster church of Holy Trinity was, with the 
exception of the Abbey of Westminster and the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, the finest building of the 
metropolis. Mysterious and solemn it looked on 
this night, and the great tower, with that almost 
human expression, seemed to bid her to depart and 
not disturb its venerable presence. The woman 
wavered a minute in her resolution, but stifling her 
scruples she entered the church and saw the young 
monk kneeling in the sanctuary. Again she wavered, 
SO awe-inspiring were the surroundings; the great 
massive pillars supporting the rounded arches of 
the Norman nave, the symmetrical grace of the late 
Gothic clerestory, the long decorated chancel, with 
the solitary figure bending in prayer just visible in 
the gloom, composed a picture of such impressiveness 
that she could but wish that another had been 
entrusted with the work. 

She approached the sanctuary, and the rustle of 
her dress disturbed Martin, who looked round, dis- 
pleased at the interruption; she beckoned to him, 
and, his curiosity awakened, the monk responded and 
went to the steps of the sanctuary. Perceiving, 
however, that the woman was not in want of help, 
and suddenly remembering his duty and the sus- 
picious nature of the woman’s approach, he was 
about to retire, when she removed the head-dress 
which had partly concealed her features, and Martin 
was instantly struck with the remarkable similarity 
of her face to his own. 
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The same black hair, the same aquiline nose and 
firmly sealed lips, and, still more remarkable, she had 
that habit of shielding the mouth before and after 
speech which he had so vainly tried to cure himself 
of when studying rhetoric. He asked her what she 
wanted of him, when, taking from her mantle a 
small scroll of parchment, she handed it to him, and 
bade him attend her on the morrow in the church 
of St. Catherine Cree hard by. Having delivered 
her message, the woman disappeared, leaving Martin 
astonished and nervous at so curious an interruption 
to his meditation. 

The monk felt it his duty to take no notice of the 
summons and destroy the scroll, but he was seized 
with overmastering curiosity to read it, and then 
determined to attend the woman on the morrow—a 
fatal resolve, pregnant with terribie consequences to 
himself, and stil more terrible consequences to 
others. 

On the following day the inhabitants of the gabled 
houses, ever on the alert whenever the doings of 
their mysterious neighbour were concerned, descried 
her again leaving her home with her companion, 
and this time they resolved that the pair should not 
escape them. The saddle and trappings had given 
rise to great discussion, and more than one person 
had suggested a name for the owner, but the discus- 
sions were conducted in secret, а necessary precau- 
tion in those troubled times. The liberty of the 
subject was little understood in those days, the 
power of the king was almost unlimited, the Court 
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was subservient and corrupt, the nobles plotted one 
against the other, and the party favoured by the 
king invariably gained the upper hand. The people 
wisely held aloof from politics, were time-serving to 
a degree, and accepted changes without murmur. 
Woe to the man who questioned the doings of а, 
king's favourite. ІЁ noble, his estate was 1n danger; 
if commoner, his life! Bluff King Hal ruled with 
an iron hand, and was not too scrupulous in his 
dealings. 

In fear and trembling one or two of the boldest 
followed the mysterious couple and tracked them to 
the church of St. Catherine Cree, where the woman 
had arranged to meet the monk. None dared to 
follow into the church, and were about to depart, 
when a muffled figure brushed past them and 
stealthily took the same direction as the other two. 
Though the people stood in awe of the man who 
visited their silent neighbour, judging him to be 
some noble or State official, they did not fear this 
muffled figure, so quickly going back to the entrance 
of the church, they faced him before he could evade 


them. Notwithstanding his attempts to shield his 


features, they recognised the monk, whose appear- 
ance was well known to them, though they were 
ignorant of his name. 


Now that an inmate of the monastery should be , 


so evidently in league with the suspicious pair much 
puzzled them; perhaps after all no harm was meant. 
Had they not better abandon their watchings? But 
why had the monk shielded his features and avoided 
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. their scrutiny? They went home and pondered 
. over these things, and concluded to warn the Prior, 
and after discussing the best means of doing so, 
decided that the meeting of the monk in the church 
of St. Catherine Cree should be told, but no mention 
made of the strange man, ав it might bring trouble . 
upon them. 

In such fashion, and not very intelligibly stated, 
this meeting was а day or two afterwards made 
known to Nicholas Handcock, and for a time caused 
him grave anxiety. The forty monks were as- 
sembled together and questioned. Handcock in- 
formed them that one of the number was reported 
. to have entered the neighbouring church under 
circumstances such as would bring disgrace and 
scandal on them all. The wrong-doer was earnestly 
exhorted to confess, in order that further trouble 
might be avoided. The monks looked grave and 
troubled at the news. ‘Their feeling of security left 
them. Was it possible that they harboured a black 
sheep among them? They could not believe it; 
each was so earnest and attentive to his duties. 

After awhile, however, their suspicion rested on 
Martin, for no especial reason except that, being 
the youngest and least known, he was most liable to 
err. As usual, the Prior refused to suspect his 
favourite, and forbade the monks to harass Martin 
with their questions, and thus to the folly of one 
man and the curiosity of another were to be traced 
the ghastly tragedies which so soon occurred. 
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CHAPTER III. 
PASSION EXULTANT! 


AFTER his first year's training Martin became 
curious in manner. His mind wandered. His 
interest in study slackened. No progress was made. 
He was subject to shaking fits, which weakened the 
by no means strong frame. His face twitched, and 
the expression changed in а sudden, almost un- 
natural fashion. One minute his heavy brow was 
bent as if in sinister thought ; the hand instinctively 
. stole up to the mouth, and tried to hide that tell- 
tale organ. Тһе blue eyes wandered as if frightened 
to fix their gaze on any object, and at such a time 
he looked the incarnation of evil. Another minute 
and this was changed. The brow, though heavy, 
looked that of a clever, not a base man, the blue 
eyes looked straight at their object, and if he spoke, 
the beautiful voice disarmed suspicion and adverse 
criticism. Had a man possessing a knowledge of 
physiognomy studied Martin’s face and its changes of 
expression, he would have arrived at one of two con- 
clusions—either that he was a clever dissembler or a 
man possessed of fierce passions not yet quite under 
his control; a man who might turn out a saint, but 
would stop short of no crime if evil got the upper 
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hand, the almost convulsive changes denoting 
that at present neither good nor evil claimed the 
man, but that each was struggling for the mastery. 

Prior Handcock knew nothing of physiognomy, 
and regarded his favourite as a man of weak health, 
at present overworked. The kind but injudicious 
man knew his pupil not one jot, and prescribed for 
him the worst of all things—rest. When working 
hard and his powerful mind interested, Martin’s 
nobler passions lent weight to the intellect, and gave 
to it a daring most like genius. When at rest and 
the mind relaxed, the baser passions were liable to 
seize the imagination and fill it with unholy thoughts, 
and change the genius to the fiend. 

One power, however, the Prior possessed—the 
power of kindness. Of his inner self and the recert 
interview the monk did not tell the Prior; but with 
these exceptions, all other matters were discussed 
between them. | | 

Oh, terrible pity that all was not told! Unutter- 
able woe that now, when not too late, Handcock 
was not enabled to guide aright the passionate man 
to ward off temptation! Мапу а time was the 
neophyte minded to tell all, апа almost did so after 
his interview with the woman in St. Catherine's. 
There was then not much to tell. Mere curiosity 
begot the fault which Martin was too weak to con- 
fess. Formerly the Prior’s kindness to his pupil 
might have lent him greater strength, but infinitely 
more was now required. A new and great tempta- 
tion now assailed the man. ‘The good resolve put 
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off became more difficult to accomplish. The terrible 
passions had now begun to gain the upper hand, and 
were pointing out the pleasing downward course that 
ends in sin. 

The one bright episode in this narrative of woe 
may now be recorded. Тһе Prior’s kindness met 
with some return. Martin grew to revere him much 
in the light in which a son regards his father, and it 
was at this time that the Prior questioned him on 
his former life before entering the monastic career. 

A tale of poverty it was—of а boyhood without 
parents; but in his youth а change occurred. А 
man of high position caused him to be educated, 
and, unknown to him, doled out sufficient money for 
the purpose. Who this benefactor was he had no 
suspicion, but was told that when he should be old 
enough he was to become a monk at Holy 
Trinity, Aldgate. x 

This was all he knew concerning himself, and of 
his relations one only did he remember—a sister, a 
little older than himself, whom he had not seen for 
years. | 

The Prior and Martin took long rambles together, 
and, notwithstanding the disparity in years and 
station, entertained for one another a sincere regard. 
But, with many and varied duties to attend to, 
Handcock did not see his pupil more than once or 
twice a week. By his orders Martin was put on the 
sick list, and spent the greater part of his time 
alone, and having been now /over a year in the 
monastery, was allowed greater freedom, and could go 
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much where he liked, provided he was present at 
the various services of the church. And so the 
time passed on until he again met the dark woman 
who had given him the scroll, in the same place— 
St. Catherine Cree, and this time alone. The scroll 
was produced, and Martin, flattening it out, read the 
contents and asked the woman what she had to tell 
him. She temporised, and the keen intelligence of 
the monk perceived that other designs occupied her 
mind— another object had prompted her to seek the 
interview. Had he left on discovering this, the 
terrible events which this narrative chronicles would 
never have happened; but he lingered, and looked 
at the woman who had dared so to deceive him. 

This was the climax in Martin's life; the conflicting 
emotions which raged his system, the mighty passions 
which swayed the mind, and prompted it now to 
good and now to evil, put forth all their opposing 
strength ; virtue and vice engaged their forces in a 
final, fierce fight, from which one or other would 
emerge the victor. Formerly the conflict had been 
waged in the imagination only; no great visible 
temptation had assailed the senses. Nowcame that 
mighty strain on the will, which the mind had 
foreseen and knew to be inevitable. 

The woman had intended to keep up an interest 
in the scroll, but had failed, and faltered under the 
keen, penetrating gaze of the monk, and, with that 
subtle cleverness which often accompanies a de- 
praved but high intelligence, realised that the time 
was ripe to show her hand and appeal directly to 
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the passions of the man. Like on the first occasion 
of their meeting, she threw off her head-gear and 
returned Martin's passionate gaze. That look was 
all that passed between them, but it told of guilty 
passion, of a secret sympathy, of the success of her 
scheme to the woman, and of the victory of evil in 
the man. 
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CHAPTER ІУ. 
THE CELL. 


НАр the prying curiosity of the people been able to 
penetrate into the house occupied by their silent 
neighbour in the evening of the event just recorded, 
they would have seen her in evident grief; tears, 
perhaps of compunction, stole down her cheeks, and 
sorrow at the guilty part she was playing was no 
doubt felt by the woman. Could she now in safety 
have abandoned her wicked course she would have 
done so, but the villain who hired her was not to be 
baulked of his purpose. Whatever her reflections 
were she was not long allowed to pursue them 
undisturbed ; the door of her room was opened, and, 
without any further introduction, her employer 
entered. Angry words passed between them; the 
woman wished to retire from the hateful plot, but 
the man was obdurate, threatened ber with every 
punishment if she deserted the cause, and finally 
gained the upper hand. Being reassured of her 
allegiance, he ordered her, when quite certain of 
Martin's love, to make him leave the monastery and 
for her to be seen in his company at certain public 
places, which were specified, and finally to leave 
him, it being the object of the man to b; .ng disgrace 
upon the monastery. 


30 | THE CURSE UPON MITRE SQUARE. 


The victory of evil passion in Martin's strong 
character at first deadened in him every right 
feeling, and led him to gloat over the thought of 
leaving the monastery, and elopirig with the woman 
whom he loved with a fierceness only possible in а, 
man of such passionate temperament. Не longed 
for the week to pass and the day to arrive when he 
was again to meet her. Should he achieve his pur- 
pose then, and quit the monastery and the restraint 
now so loathsome to him? Тһе conflicting emotion 
being silenced, outwardly Martin was calm, greatly 
to the delight of the Prior, who thought his pupil 


had recovered from an illness, and considering that. 
the time had now come for him to resume his duties, | 


placed him under the instruction of Father Anselm. 
This was the oldest monk in the monastery, and 
by far the ablest. With a kindness equalling that 
of Handcock, he possessed a keen intellect, a great 
knowledge of character, and a vast experience of the 


world. Had Martin been placed under this holy. 


father from the first, 15 is probable that his difficul- 
ties and temptations would have been foreseen and 
danger warded off; but now it was too late ; a fiend 
possessed his soul and held it with an iron grip. 
lhat sense of quiet following a decision even to 
sin, which Martin had felt, left him under the saint- 
like eloquence and charity of Father Anselm. ‘This 
holy man discovered the peculiar temperament of 
his pupil, and with а fire and genius equal to 
Martin's, and a tact gained from experience and 
knowl-dge of the passions of men, he poured forth 
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arcuments and exhortations of the right kind to 
appeal to such a temperament. ‘The result of this 
to Martin was curious; his determination to sin did . 
not leave him, but the thought of it brought untold 
misery. In a few days he would meet the object 
of his passion in the great church at the hour put 
down for him to make his solitary prayer. Would 
he fly with her and break his priestly vow? Would 
he bring such scandal on the monastery ? Was that 
бо be the return for all the kindness shown him 2 
Yes. Again, did he realise the greatness of the sin ? 
Was his faith still active? Was he to be the one 
black sheep in all the fold? Again, yes! Oh! 
mighty passion, like the torrent, regardless of all 
obstacles, ignoring all attempts to say thy headlong 
course ; oh, fierce, all-consuming fire! 

But the eloquent words of the aged priest went 
home, and though they did not cure Martin of his 
sinful desire, produced à misery so intense that he 
feared his mind would get unhinged. Four more 
days of suspense! Не longed for the time to pass, 
yet would he fain put off the day. 

One evening the monk fell ill, a burning sensation 
seized him, his brain seemed on fire, his mind con- 
jured up strange and awful scenes, Hell seemed to 
open beneath him, and a laughing fiend to stretch 
out its bony arm to seize him. Was his reason 
giving way? His excitement became intense, he 
beat his brow and clenched his teeth, then, as if 
suddenly struck with an idea, rushed to the church 
and paced the lofty nave and aisles, muttering 
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curious, incoherent words. In his abstraction he 
did not notice the Prior, and started when that kind 
man, who had been disturbed at his devotion by 
Martin's strange manner, came up to him and tried 
to soothe him and bid him go to rest. 

That evening the Prior asked Martin to remain 
alone in his cell for a day or two; and arranged for a 
man to supply him with his wants. 

Cooped up in that little cell the monk grew worse. 
For hours together he paced the room like a caged 
beast, and as each day began to wane, a look of 
exultation, of fiendish delight overspread his counten- 
ance. The nights brought him no rest; he did not 
cease his wanderings. He dared not sleep ; his object 
was to count the hours, and time his appearance in 
the church. Не did not eat, and the feeble frame 
cot wasted ; nor did he sleep, and the mind got no 
rest. The raging passion told on the wasted frame 
and the excited brain—the man was going mad! 
He knew it, but it gave him no concern. One 
anxiety only did he feel—to meet the woman at the 
hour and place appointed. 

The monk had method in his madness, and knew 
that if seen before that fatal hour his purpose 
would be foiled. Those wild eyes, that excited 
expression, that wasted frame, spoke of insanity. 
Martin felt it, and longed for his time to come. | 
Hour after hour he paced the room until the end of 
the day before that appointed ior the meeting, when a 
strange thing happened. Peering out into the dark 
corridor to see if he was unobserved, and waiting 
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until the deathlike stillness convinced him that no one 
was about, he softly clcsed his cell and sped down the 
corridors and flights of steps. Тһе monk was absent - 
for about an hour, and when he returned his eyes 
veleamed with a savage and a mad delight. What 
was that hidden object which gave him so much 
concern? Why did he stay his wanderings to gaze 
at 16 with such a fierce interest 2 
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CHAPTER V. 
THE TRAGEDIES AT THE HIGH ALTAR. 


AGAIN the gabled house, and the man and woman in 
earnest conversation. This time they managed to 
elude the watchers, and depart entirely unobserved. 
They took the same direction as before, and as they 
approached the monastery the clock of the great 
tower chimed the half hour after five, full an hour too 
soon, but they decided to go on and wait at their 
respective posts. 'The man had at first decided to 
leave before the woman's meeting with the monk, 
but changed his mind, and resolved to be at hearing 
distance, in case the woman faltered in her design. 
He asked her if she was quite assured she could 
induce the monk to leave, and her answer satisfying 
him, the pair arrived at the entrance of the church 
and peeped іп There were no worshippers; all was 
stil, and the man looked about the church for a 
place from which he could watch the interview and 
be himself unseen. He found what he wanted in 
the nave, behind the monument to the first Lord 
Mayor of London, a long distance off from the place 
of meeting in the chancel, but the only spot which 
suited his purpose. 

The hour of waiting seemed interminable; the 
woman paced the church with anxious steps, and 
the autumn day began to wane. Darker and darker 
the church became, great shadows were cast over 
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the broad nave, the size of the building seemed 
doubled, and one part of it began to be enveloped in 
deep gloom. The woman turned with a shuddering 
glance from the dark corner, walked up the nave, 
ever and anon glancing behind her to see that the 
black shadow was not following her. She began to 
tremble with  nervousness, and approached the 
chancel, which was bathed 1n light from the rays of 
the setting sun. 

Stay! What was the crimson stain on yon altar 
step? Horror! Itseemed to move! It must be blood ! 
Nearer and nearer it саше! It almost approached 
her! А deep but brilliant red, at first a spot, 1t now 
increased till it seemed to flood the chancel with its 
sanguinary hue; then it died away again, smaller 
and smaller, till it lingered longest on the chancel 
steps. Why did it not leave, that stain of crim- 
son? The sun gradually left the rich stained glass. 
windows. Darker and darker the church became, 
but the woman thought she saw that crimson stain 
long after the black shadows had enveloped the 
sreat building. 

Would the hour for meeting never come? How 
long was she to remain in that dark and бепе place 2 
Stay! What was that? The flickering glimmer of 
a little candle was approaching the choir from the 
monastery. It became more and more distinct; a 
figure entered the church, holding a taper. Could 
that be Martin? Тһе face was wan and ghastly, 
the black hair was dishevelled, a raven lock feli 
over the face and made its ashen paleness more 
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apparent. The monk held out the light at arm’s 
length and peered into the church, and the woman 
was terrified at the ghastly figure. The face looked 
like that of a fiend, not a man; the eyes gleamed 
with a fierce and unnatural light, and seemed burst- 
ing from their sockets; the sleeves had fallen from 
the bony arm, which looked like that of a skeleton. 
What was that tiny bright speck just appearing 
under the folds of his habit? She could not 
approach the ghost, and crept behind a pillar of the 
nave. The figure in the choir turned round and 
knelt down as if in attitude of prayer, and a gust of 
wind extinguished the taper, which the monk let 
drop with a thud. 

The church was in total darkness, save for the 
little altar lamp, which but intensified the gloom. 
One, two, perhaps three, minutes passed, when a 
curious pale and silvery ray lit up a portion of the 
choir; the moon had risen to witness the fell and 
dreadful deed. Тһе woman trembled, but felt that 
now she must perform her task. Her eyes seemed 
to swim ; she could scarcely guide aright her steps; 
but slowly and silently she approached the kneeling 
figure, and touched with her right hand the habit of 
the monk. 

The man in the nave leant forward and watched 
the scene with terrible earnestness. How suddenly 
the monk had turned round! What was that bright 
object which he held aloft twice, thrice? Good 
God, was murder being done? The man rushed 
forward, but, alas! too late. The monk had seized 
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the woman by the throat; a dozen times he gashed 
the face ; the knife descended with lightning rapidity 
—pools of blood deluged the altar steps. With a 
demon's fury the monk then threw down the corpse 
апа trod it out of very recognition. He spat upon 
the mutilated face, and, with his remaining strength, 
he ripped the body open and cast the entrails round 
about. 

The man who had watched this scene of carnage 
now feared to approach, for the murderer held up his 
blood-stained knife in triumph, and, in his madness, 
called upon his patron saint and claimed a benedic- 
tion for his deed. Exhausted, the monk now threw 
himself upon his knees, and mumbled a confused 
medley of prayer and imprecation. "Then he got up 
and faced the villain whose scheme had been his 
ruin. His thirst for blood now whetted, the monk 
would have killed the man, but the latterstepped aside 
and, pointing to the corpse, bade Martin look more 
closely at his victim. Тһе woman's mouth was 
open, the moonlight streamed through the window, 
and Martin looked intently at the corpse. Maniac as 
he was, he saw that the roof of the mouth was gone. 
The striking resemblance of the woman to himself 
he remembered; an inspiration suddenly dawned 
upon him; he looked inquiringly at the ruffian 
opposite, and read in his countenance a confirmation 
of the awful thought. An agonising cry escaped his 
lips, he seized thé knife, and plunged it deep into his 
heart, and fell a corpse upon his murdered sister. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
ANNIHILATION OF THE MONASTERY. 


THE good monks of Holy Trinity, Aldgate, were 
regular in all their duties, and punctually at nine 
o'clock they betook themselves in solemn conclave 
to the church, to offer prayers that God might 
watch over the great city and protect it from disaster. 
They carried lighted candles and, preceded by the 
Prior, arranged themselves in order for procession, 


and marched towards the transept door of their - 


splendid abbey church, chanting the ancient Latin 
hymn, 


uis a Romo в... 


Jesu dulcis me-mo-ri-a. 


Ye guardian spirits, protect the holy men from 
the awful sight, the murder, the suicide, the 
desecrated church, the scene of deeds which had 
perverted the hallowed building to a place accursed 
by God and man! 

E * ка * * ж 

The monks shut up their church and kept the 
fearful deeds secret, but no happiness or rest did 
they know after that fatal night. Ghosts of tha 
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murdered dead haunted them ; they longed to leave 
the accursed spot, and atone for the sin of their 
wicked brother. 

And the man whose schemes had worked the 
misery, Sir Thomas Audley, afterwards to be Lord 
High Chancellor, what was his next step ? "Threats 
were sent to the Prior, threats of instant exposure, 
if he did not surrender the monastery to the king. 
The poor weak Prior, beside himself with grief and 
misery, consulted the monks, and they counselled 
him to hold out, and for some time there was a sort 
of interregnum. All traces of the murders were 
apparently obliterated ; and the monks attempted 
to burn out the stain of blood, but finding this 
impossible, they hollowed out the stone. This done, 
they sent an emissary to the Pope, and in resignation 
awaited for the interdict. But whether their 
messenger was intercepted or whether the interdict 
was sent is not known; certainly lt was never placed 
upon the buildings. 

Sir Thomas Audley informed the king of the 
murders which had taken place, which he pretended 
to have unexpectedly discovered, and the king, glad 
of an opportunity of repaying Sir Thomas for the 
salary owed to him as Speaker of the House of 
Commons, gave the Royal permission for the sup- 
pression, provided Audley could by threats induce 
the Prior to make a show of giving up his charge. 

Audley called in Thomas Cromwell, and the two 
sent another message to the Prior, containing 
renewed threats that if the monastery were not 
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delivered to the king, all the ghastly particulars of 
the murder and suicide would be made known to 
the people of the city. 'The Prior and monks now 
found it impossible to hold out longer, and gave up 
the splendid time-honoured church and monastic 
buildings to the king, under a trifling pretext which 

Audley had invented and forced upon them. | 

It is but fair to Henry VIII. and Cromwell to 
mention that they were ignorant of Audley's in- 
famous plot, and had no notion that it was owing 
to his action that the crimes had taken place. 

The monastery was suppressed, the monks turned 
out, and somewhat later Audley was placed in 
possession of the building. The poor Prior's troubles 
were even now not yet over. A letter of his is extant 
in waich he complains that no portion of the seven 
hundred pounds a year promised to him after the 
suppression had been received ; but how he provided 
. for himself and the monks 1s not known. 

Audley attempted to sell the buildings, but was 
not able to do so, and at last he ruthlessly destroyed 
the magnificent architectural pile; and, with the 
exception of a few arches, left no trace of the church 
and monastic institution of Holy Trinity, Aldgate. 

Both during the process of destruction and many 
years after that event, no one, unless obliged, would 
approach the spot where the high altar and chancel 
of the church had once existed. It was rumoured 
that every night, between the hour of twelve and 
опе, a dark young man appeared in the garb of a 
monk and always pointed to a spot, and uttered 
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strange prophecies of terrible events that must occur 
there. The people got wind of the story of Martin 
and his sister, and for many generations the spot 
was considered cursed. | x 

Woe to anyone who would live on that spot ; woe 
to him who remained there at night and out of 
reach of help! 
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bOOK ІІ. 


TWO CENTURIES AFTERK. 


CHAPTER I. 


RUMOURS OF THE APPARITION. 


hy OW comes it, man, that thy friend Jack 

Walton is never with thee now? Тһе 
tavern misses him; his cheery face was always 
welcome ; and when I think of it, thou art thyseli 
fut sorry company, nowadays." 

The jolly, red-faced host of the “Мите” liked not 
e dull and quiet guest ; good food and drink, he used 
to say, were wasted when they loosened not the 
tongue in anecdote or song. 

"Jack has gone, and I'll soon follow him," was 
the dismal answer. 

“ Ye mean to tell me that Jack the fearless, the 
mighty toper, the jolly drunken rogue, has turned 
craven and thrown up his employ 9” 

“ Landlord, ye have hit it; the others are going 
too, and if ye take my advice ye shift the ‘ Mitre’ 
to another place." 

“ Fool, take thy womanish fears ^o others; the 
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‘Mitre’ апа Will Railton will not shift for Papist 
ghost or other foolery ; but hark thee, Grale, a week 
to-morrow I shall prepare a feast, to which ten or 
twelve young bloods from town will come. You, 
Grale, and your fellow-workers at the stable, have 
been my friends; help me now prepare this feast, 
and lend me your daughters as waiting-maids ; my 
own lass, hose, who will be here of course, will look 
after the others, and see that no harm comes to 
them.” x 

Grale promised to send his daughter to help pre- 
pare the feast, and asked his host in what manner 
he meant to amuse his wild young guests. 

“Ау, that is what I wished to tell you. ,Ye 
know yon spot, beneath the arch, where the Papist 
monk killed his sister and himself. I shall take 
them there, and you, Grale, or some such other fool 
who believes the story, must recount 16 to them; by 
which time I shall have primed them well with ` 
wine. When it 15 quite dark, they shall all move 
out, terrible noises shall be made, and as all are 
waiting for the ghost, my daughter Rose shall spring 
into their midst, which, if I mistake not, will make 
them merry and contented with their visit. 

Grale looked serious, and thought no good would 
come from tampering with the ghost, but knew of 
old that Railton of the * Mitre" regarded the story 
of the monk as а myth, and laughed at those who 
differed from him.  Grale paid for his little meal, 
and went out into the courtyard in front of the 
tavern and rejoined his companions. These men 
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worked in the stables which were built up with the 
few rounded arches and Norman columns, relies of 
the once glorious church of Holy Trinity. 

The spot reported to be haunted was just outside 


the stable, furthest from the court, exactly where 


the altar steps of the church had formerly existed. 
The ghost was said to appear on this spot between 
twelve and one at night on certain days, and mutter 
strange warnings, and in other ways disport himself 
as is the wont of ghosts. All the people in the 
district firmly believed the story, except the jolly host 
of the ‘‘ Mitre"; but there were diverse opinions as to 

the day or days of the appearance, some contending 


that they had seen it on Sunday nights, others—the 


majority—on Mondays. 

Now though Railton was the only sceptic, and 
thus formed a party by himself, the other people- of 
Aldgate Ward formed themselves into two factions— 
those who believed 1n the Monday appearance—the 
men engaged in the stables and a few others—and 
those who swore that Sunday was the ghosi's night. 

А wag from town, when told of the affair, had 
declared that the majority were Sunday believers, 
because, being virulent anti-Papists, they wished to 
think the monk had broken the Sabbath law, the 
wag adding that this fact exercised the people's 
minds more than the murder, which they held to be 
ап ordinary occurrence with the priests of old. 

However this may be, party feeling ran high, and 
Railton was wont to declare the Monday folk would 
sooner believe in no ghost at all than that it should 
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appear on Sunday, and vice versá. But he was wrong ; 
there were solid foundations for a belief, though 
many might mistake the day, and in after years the 
host himself believed the story, and held that the 
fatal spot was indeed accursed by God and man. 

"Jack gone! Then I suppose he has seen the 
monk," a brother worker said to Grale. 

The latter nodded, and added, ‘‘ Jack lost his wife 
a week arter he saw the cursed Papist." 

“ But I've seen ’ im, and nothing's come to me," 
remarked several of the stablemen, and Grale, who 
was the oldest and most learned in the ghost's ways, 
turned and said— 

“ You таў а seed ’ 1m, во 'ave І; but that is not 
the point. The man who, with a wicked purpose or 
бо jeer at the monk, stands upon that spot between 
the hours of twelve and one and sees the ghost, will 
surely come to harm." The old fellow was impres- 
sive; the terms of the curse were not stated in his 
own words, but were a formula well known to many 
of the inhabitants of the Ward of Aldgate. 

Certainly it was no joking matter, given the con- 
ditions which Grale mentioned. A curse did alight 
on the unlucky person who approached the spot with 
a criminal or jeering intention. The curse did not 
necessarily end in death, another misfortune might 
happen to the offender; but many and foul were 
the crimes which this very spot had witnessed from 
the year 1530 to the date in which this second 
narrative 1s cast. 
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CHAPTER II. 


MERRY-MAKING AT THE “MITRE 


` TAVERN. 
GREAT preparations were made at the old Mitre 
Tavern for the cdvent of Railton's young gallants. 
Food and wine, the best that could be procured, were 
` in readiness. The buxom daughters of the stable- 
men donned their prettiest gowns, and looked their 
brightest for the occasion. Will Railton, Grale, and 
others were in attendance, all primed to their duties, 
and anxious that the meeting should pass off merrily. 
` The guests were slow in arriving—not one came 
in time. Railton remembered with a pang that the 
choicest dishes would be spoilt ; a punctual man him- 
self, he had timed the cooking to be ready to the 
minute, and here it was full half an hour behind the 
hour arranged. x 

What with the scowlings of the cook, the kitchen- 
maids, and the fair waitresses, he did not know, so 
he said, which was in the worse state—the burnt-up 
capons or his own head. 

But at last they came, and all together; а 
dissipated crew, richly dressed ; men born in a good 
position, nobles, soldiers, and the like, polished in 
manners (when sober), irregular in their habits, they 
honoured the ''Mitre" with their presence just 
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once à year, in return for services Railton rendered 
them in their own part of the town. It may seem 
strange that they should travel to what was, even in 
those days, an unfashionable district ; but Railton 
was a man of weight, a famous cook, a maker of 
good punch; a man the gallants liked to please, and 
secure for their own costly entertainments. Besides . 
which, Railton was a man of wit, and always 
prepared some amusement for his guests. ‘Their 
jaded palates liked his rich cheer, their worn-out 
sense of fun was tickled with his sparkling wit ; they 
enjoyed their day, and came again when asked. | 

These were days of hard drinking; not in the 
sense in which this degenerate nineteenth century 
understands the term. Drinking was then an art, 
confined principally to the rich. Drink did not 
claim its thousand gutter-victims, as at present. The 
poor got drunk, of course, but not to the same extent 
as now. 

The gentlemen of those days were careful as to 
the quality of the wine they drank, but not the 
quantity ; they vowed a man ill-bred who did not 
take his share. But just as they would not cross 
swords with a man of blood inferior to their own, 
and regarded duelling as a pastime only of the 
“ gentle," so also did they consider drunkenness 
a privilege peculiar to themselves. 

They sent their servants to the lock-up for a 
tipsy peccadillo, they drew long pious faces at the 
luxury of monks, and fell beneath their tables 
every day, which became them as true gentlemen. 
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А merry, worthless set that was which Railton 
brought together: Lord Wareham, member of the 
Mohawk gang; Sir Jocelyn Cholmondeley; Jack 
Mounteagle, Percy Poins, and others, all 1n the 
fastest, loudest set. They ate their fill, drank deep, 
and Joked the pretty waiting lasses. 

Hilarity was the order of the day. The jokes 
went round with every dish, and the serving-maids, 
though teased to death, declared 1t bright and merry 
fu^! 

When to eat more was impossible, Railton rose 
and bade them fill their glasses, while he proposed 
а, toast with a song : 


Here's a health unto His Majesty ; 

With a fal lal la! | 
Damnation to his enemies ; 

With a fal lal la! 
And he who would not pledge this health, 
I wish him neither wit nor wealth, 
Nor yet a rope to hang himself ; 

With a fal lal la! 


Jacobites they were, one and all. And how lustily 
all joined in the rowdy fal lal la, and how the 
elements of seriousness and fun intermingled in the 
then popular ditty ! 

When quiet was resumed, the host again rose, 
and with a merry twinkle in his eye, drew himself 
up, and in a mocking-serious tone exclaimed— 

“ Gentlemen, have ye heard of our ghost in yonder 
part of town? І вее ye have. J -et’s drink to him. 
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Monk Martin, Papist priest, here's to your health ; 
mind come and visit us to-night.” 

Grale and the other stablemen stood aghast at 
such temerity, and Railton, seeing their fears, pro- 
claimed them with derision to the company. А 
shout of laughter greeted this. The gallants had 
drunk deeply, and were getting quite uproarious. : 
Lord Wareham now got upon his legs— 

" Wil Railton, you have proposed a toast; let 
me propose another: ' Drink, gallants all, to buxom 
Mistress hose, and death to him who says she's not 
the prettiest maid in Aldgate.’ ”’ 

This was followed by great applause, and Railton, 
who studied well the pleasures of his guests, pro- 
posed a dance, and removed the tables and chairs 
for that purpose. 

The young men who, a few minutes ago, appeared 
half tipsy, threw off their rowdy gaiety, and went 
through the various evolutions of the dance with 
the utmost ease and grace. The untaught damsels 
looked at their elegant partners with evident admira- 
tion, and tried to imitate their courtly manners. 

Mistress Rose being the prettiest maiden present, 
and the daughter of the host, of course came in for 
the greatest attention, and these jaded men, who 
had ceased to care for dancing with the well-taught 
damsels of their own class, eagerly sought Railton’s 
daughter for a partner, and rivalled one another in 
their gallant speeches to her. 

' Host Railton, dost thou think the Papist Martin 
will obey thy summons?" 
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“Thou’ dst better ask the stablemen, my friend. 
Here, Grale, will the ghost appear to-day on yonder 
spot?" 

“Many ha’ seen Monk Martin, but we canna tell 
for certain when he comes. But the man who, with 
a wicked purpose, or to зеет at the monk, stands upon 
the spot, between the hours of twelve and one and sees 
the ghost, will surely come to harm." 

“Tut, tut, man, stop that silly jargon. ‘Tell 
us, if thou canst, whether Martin will appear or 
not?" 

Grale feared the vengeance of the ghost, and knew 
what ill had come to those who Jered and disbelieved 
its appearance. 

“Noble gallants, listen not to Master Railton’s 
gibes! Do not, I pray thee, visit yonder spot." 

The guests laughed loud and long at the old man's 
fears, and began to pester him with ridicule. 

“ Look. Grale, there is the monk behind thee. 
Methinks that Master Grale had better don the cowl. 
Turn Papist, man, and please the ghost, and save 
thyself from danger." 

“ Art thou a Sunday or Monday believer, Grale ? 
Prophesy; tell on which of us wil come the 
curse ? " 

The old man was grave and silent; he did not mind 
the ridicule, and feared а reckoning would come to 
such misplaced and sacrilegious mirth. 

“Thou dost not answer, nan. Did Martin break 
the Sabbath law ? ” 

“І must tell the parson of thee, Grale. Thou 
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won't accuse a ghost of crime. Fie, thou call'st 
thyself a Protestant." | | 

On another occasion pretty Mistress hose would 
have thought such conversation dangerous, but 
surrounded with such gay and noble gallants, she 
felt secure and happy. 

By-and-by they adjourned to another room,. 
where Railton had prepared а bowl of steaming 
punch. 

The waiting-maids now sat down to table with 
the others, and more toasts and pretty speeches 
followed. x 

HRose sat between Lord Wareham and Poins, and 
looked from one to the other with divided admira- 
Шор. 

*"Phey ought to send thee, Mistress Rose, 
to seek the ghost. Mine host, Will Railton, 
what say you? Shall thy daughter go and find 
the monk?" 

Poins followed his lordship in his little jest. “If 
Martin sees thy buxom face and cherry lips and 
answers not thy call, then, odsbodikins, if he's. 
Papist priest or no, a ghost he is, and I'll believe 
the story." 

Railton answered: ‘‘ Methinks if the myth which 
goes the round be true, the monk will have no more 
to do with womankind ; but still, as it seems to please 
your wit, the damsel shall betake her to the spot, and 
іту to exorcise the spirit." 

The hour was now getting late, and Rose, much to 
her regret, left with the stableman to find the 
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accursed spot. Once away from the scene of revelry, 
her heart misgave her. What was she doing? 
Going to stand on that awful site to jeer at the 
avenging spirit? No, she could not do it; look at 
the fate which had befallen so many fearless 
sceptics ! 

> She spoke with Grale, and the two determined to 
hide in an outhouse, and see what happened. They 
had left the tavern very late, and the night, though 
dark, was then quite fine. 

It was late in autumn, but not cold, and as the 
hour. of midnight came a close feeling was notice- 
able in the air; the sky became dark; a storm had 
been presaged for this very night. А disturbing, 
fierce wind now suddenly sprang up; it shook the 
very stables ;; the moaning, soughing noise increased ; 
a mighty gust of wind swept past the ancient 
Norman arches, and seemed to make them totter. 

“Оһ, leave me, Grale, and go and warn yon 
callants of the night! " 

“ No, Mistress Rose; I stir not m this place. 
The monk is coming. Look not on the fatal spot! 
Oh, save us from the sight! І did not jeer thee, 
priest. Send not the curse upon my aged 
head." 

‘Then I will go to father, and tell him not to 
come." 

“Thou shalt not do so, damsel. Hark! Listen 
to the storm! А deed of vengeance is at hand. 
Look, maiden, at the fierce and sudden flames! 'The 
heavens are on fire !” 
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The old man held the girl in a tight grip, and 
would not let her move. She tried to force herself 
away, but was not able, and Grale at last persuaded 
her that Railton and his guests were not likely to 
leave the tavern in such a fearful storm. 
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CHAPTER III. 
THE GHOST AVENGED. 


AFTER the departure of the maids, the men drained 
the bowl of punch, and Railton brewed them another. 
They soon began to show evidence that the second 
bowl was too much for them ; one dropped beneath 
the table, another fell asleep, but Lord Wareham and 
Poins emptied the bowl, and were still comparatively 
sober. 

Railton went to the window and looked out. 

“It’s raining, my lord, and I see а storm’s 
. approaching. Най we not better wait a little, until 
the weather clears 2” 

“Мо, no, unless the ghost does not appear in 
storms. What weather does he generally bring 2” 

“ Well, my lord, they say the monk appears 10 a 
flash of lightning, and if that be true he might be 
appearing in a dozen places now." 

Poins woke up the others, not in a very gentle 
manner, and said— 

“А little cold water will do us all no harm, and if 
you are ready, hailton, lead the way while І help 
these gallants to move.” 

The men were all put upon their legs. Lord 
Wareham, Poins, and Railton helped them along; 
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and when they got outside the раке rain 8000" 
sobered them. 
` ‘Two centuries had indeed altered this part of- 
Aldgate ward. Тһе monastic buildings and church 
of Holy Trinity had all gone, except for a few 
rounded arches and huge Norman pillars whieh, as 
before mentioned, had been partly roofed over as 
stables. Near these was the old ‘“‘ Mitre” tavern, 
which looked on to а, court; and close by was an 
ugly red brick church, St. James’, surrounded with 
a small churchyard. The scene of Monk Martin's 
crimes was just outside the stables—a large slab of 
stone, and near to a remnant of a decorated arch 
and wall of the old chancel. 

The men shivered from the wet, and Poins ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ The monk must have gone to the brimstone 
pit to seek the earth on such a rainy night." 

But both gallants and host soon ceased their 
prattling ; it was evident that the worst of the storm 
had yet to come. The thunder grew louder and 
louder, the rain came down in torrents, and forked 
flames were shooting from the heavens, and lit up 
the ruins of the once stately church. 

Nearer and nearer came the storm, when a terrific 
peal of thunder made the bravest of them quail. 
Now was the storm right above them, and raging 
with ungovernable fury. The wind howled like a 
fierce beast in pain, the heavens seemed to open and 
cast down streams of liquid fire. Listen to that 
fearful crash! A mighty battle was being waged 
above; or was an angry God hurling His anathemas 
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at the sins and crimes of men? Could the elements 
increase their fury? The liquid flames seemed to 
unite and concentrate their force ; they struck that 
fatal slab of stone, once, twice; 16 seemed to dis- 
appear, and tben a hellish cry—the pitch-black cloud 
seemed resting on that awful spot ! 

The men were almost dead with fear. What was 
yon cloud? Why did it not move? The tempest 
seemed to gather round it, the bghtning struck at it 
a dozen times. 16 slowly lifts and utters a hollow, 
dreadful laugh. Is it ghost or fiend? It seems 
diminishing in size. Horror! It assumes the 
shape of a man! What is it that it holds aloft 2 
Again the lightning struck at it, and its ghastly head 
was seen. 

Another crash of thunder, and a naked arm appears, ` 
holding a blood-stained dagger. Oh, what is it that 
it strikes with such a demon fury? Why that final, 
. dreadful сту? 

The spectre seemed approaching them; they shriek 
with terror, but cannot escape. Railton seizes two 
of them, and drags them from the spot. Why could 
he not take the others? A dark and mighty mass 18 
moving ; it splits into a thousand bits, it flies at them 
with fierce spite, it strikes and kills, and buries its 
disfigured slain ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 


IN MOORFIELDS. 


“І TOLD ye all about Monk Martin's ghost." 

** Yes, Grale. We know about the wicked monk.” 

“ Well, master, what think ye happened on the 
cursed spot not twenty hours аро?” x 

“Tell us, Grale; ye know we all believe the 
ghost." 

The old man, with a look of triumph in his 
weather-beaten face, now got up and said--~ 

“ Ye know about the curse. The man who, with a 
wicked purpose, or to jeer at the monk, stands upon 
that spot——" 

“Таб, Grale ; we know about the curse." 

“ Well, masters, ye know Will Railton of the 
“Мите” tavern, Aldgate. He asked a dozen 
gallants from yonder part of town. They came 
and made merry, and jeered at Martin’s ghost. I 
warned them not to do it, but ye know the sort of 
men. Well, in the middle of the storm Will Railton 
took them to the cursed spot. Ye also know that 
the man who, with a wicked — 

“ Hurry on, friend Grale, we know all that.” 

“ Well, when the storm was at its worst they saw 
the ghost. They say he struck that ancient arch. 
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It fell upon the gallants, and killed and buried ten 
of them." 

This conversation took place in Moorfields, some 
distance from the tavern. Grale had left Aldgate 
and sought employ elsewhere. Will Railton, Lord 
Wareham, and Poins, the men who had escaped 
from the falling ruin, probably because they were 
the most sober, now believed in Monk Martin’s 
ghost. | 

No more gallants were seen in the “Міне” 
tavern. Railton left, and took another inn, and 
vowed the spot indeed accursed ! 
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BOOK Ш. 


THE “YEAR OF GRACE, 1888. 


CHAPTER I. 


WHITECHAPEL ROAD ВУ + DAY. 


ГЕ a foreigner were now to visit this great metropolis 

with the object of studying it as a vast social 

problem, he would find it, broadly speaking, divided 

- into three parts—the abode of wealth, the world’s 
mart, and the abode of poverty. 

Further, he would discover that the abode of 
wealth knows nothing of the abode of poverty, 
scarcely recognises its existence, and even tries to 
take from 16 the common name of London; that 
the West would if it could ignore the East, and 
succeeds in suppressing all knowledge of the appear- 
ance, conditions of life, and difficulties of its unfortu- - 
nate brother. | 

If he hunted up old books, and was interested in 
archeology, he would see that this used not to be. 
That wealth and poverty once built together, that 

= the poor man could approach the rich, and that 
~ benefit resulted to the former from the contact. 
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That the rich, if unselfish, gave money to the poor 
to improve their dwellings, and if selfish tried to 
remove the eyesores, filth and crime, which existed 
so near to their own doors. 

He would discover that gradually, but more 
particularly lately, the rich divorced themselves 
from their poorer brethren, whose needs became 
neglected because unseen; that the two went their 
separate ways, and drifted farther and farther apart, 
until at present they had almost forgotten one 
another's existence. 

Then, probably, he would seek the rich, and 
discover to his surprise that they were not un- 
charitable, and were the most enterprising people in 
the world. He would remember to have seen them 
everywhere in all the poor streets and back slums of 
foreign cities. He would be told of their mighty 
grants to the poor of other countries, and their 
untold exertions to better the condition of the 
savage. He would hear them describe such and 
such a foreign city as poor and miserable, though 
they would not mention the far greater poverty and 
squalor of the East of London. 

If he went into society, he would be led to believe 
that the City bounded London in the East, that no 
one had ever been further in that direction than the 
Tower, that the vast outlying districts were never 
mentioned; and if he stated that he had travelled in 
the unknown region, he would be frowned at as 
though guilty of a social fault. Did he force the 
subject of the East upon the denizens of the West, 
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and remind them of their starving London brother, 
they would refuse to recognise the latter, and speak 
of him as if he were a bastard. 

Then probably he would go and seek the people of 
the East, and try to find what they had done to 
deserve such wholesale neglect. Не would find a 
people of good natural character, but hampered by 
their wretched dwellings, who found it hard to escape 
from their hideous surroundings; who had waited 
long for the help that never was forthcoming, and 
paid too highly for the little which they got ; who did 
not know what pleasure meant, and had sunk into a 
deep despair. 

The ward of Aldgate has perhaps seen more 
changes than any other portion of the old metro- 
politan area. The site of the glorious church and 
monastic buildings of Holy Trinity, it was, in the 
time of the first narrative, distinguished for its 
architectural interest. Few, on gazing at the 
monastery in the earlier part of the .sixteenth 
century, could have thought it possible that so 
important and splendid a pile of buildings would 
in so short a time have almost wholly disappeared. 
Had it not been for the foul crimes which took place 
on the most sacred spot in the church of Holy 
Trinity, probably some part of that building would 
now exist and be used for the purposes of worship, 
as is the case with St. Bartholomew the Great, 
Smithfield, a church contemporaneous with Holy 
Trinity, though only about a fourth its size. But 
this was not to be; Monk Martin stamped the 
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once hallowed edifice with the curse of Cain, and a 
revenging power decreed that it should be destroved, 
and its site become the scene of other fearful crimes. 

Good men there always are, however, who carry 
on an unceasing struggle against evil, and in the 
reign of James I. an old Lord Mayor of London 
remembered with sorrow the destruction of Holy 
Trinity, and erected on a portion of its site the little 
church of St. James, Duke's Place. St. James's was 
indeed a poor affair in comparison with the former 
stately building, but we praise the spirit of the 
mayor who erected it, ‘‘as a Phoenix rising out of 
the old church," and as the quaint old epitaph has 
it— 


** He never ceased in industrie and care, - 
From Ruins to redeem the house of Praier." 


St. James's was destroyed in the eighteenth cen- 
tury ; 16 was, however, rebuilt, but finally disappeared 
about twenty years apo. 

The sketch shown on the opposite page was made 
when the rebuilt church had been destroyed. А 
small portion of the tower was still standing, sur- 
rounded by gravestones torn up and flung about'in 
wild disorder. Тһе church door was lying flat upon 
the ground, and bits of the pews were seen mixed 
up with fragments of window glass and brickbats. 
St. James's Church stood over a part of the site of 
the nave of Holy Trinity. 

It is interesting to note that the whole neighbour- 
hood of the Tower to Aldgate once presented a suc- 
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cession of religious houses established by our kings 
and queens. 

There was the great Hospital of St. Katherine, . 
founded by Matilda, Queen of Stephen, and rebuilt 
by the good Philippa; Eastminster Abbey, founded 
by Edward III ; the Abbey of the Minnies, or 
Minories, founded by Richard, King of the Romans ; 
the Friary of the Holy Cross, Crutched Friars ; 
Millman’s Almshouses; the Hermitage, in Aldgate ; 
the Papey for Aged Priests, close to Holy Trinity 
Priory ; and others. Where are all these now? A 
dock covers the site of one—St. Katharine’s. А 
writer in the Gentleman’s Magazine in 1829, when 
this change was effected, pointed out that “ The 
worship of God was sacrificed to that of Mammon.” 
A huge railway runs over the site of another. A 
third is covered by giant warehouses, and the rest 
are built over with squalid tenements, where the 
poor are huddled together like beasts Іп a pen. 

There are a few—though very few—small institu- 
tions where religion is taught, and from which charity 
15 spread, but 


“what are they among so many ? " 


The Whitechapel Road, in the “ year of grace " 
1888, is а sort of portal to the filth and squalor of 
the East. Here begins that dreary region from which 
healthful and legitimate pleasures seem banished, 
and hard and ill-paid toil to be the lifelong fate of 
the inhabitants. Stand іп the one broad thoroughfare, 
Whitechapel Road, and watch the constant stream 
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of passers-by, and try and find a happy-looking 
face! How dismal they all look; what a weight of 
care they seem to carry ! 

Early in the morning thousands pass along, to earn 
their daily bread.  Half-starved clerks, with shiny 
coats, shabby hats, and pinched-in faces, presenting 
an appearance of beggarly gentility, that most ` 


` ` pathetic sight of modern civilisation. Could we 


look into the tail-pockets of many of their black coats 
we should see, carefully ensconced with all privacy 
and care, a slice of bread which, with the addition 
of an apple, and eaten in some sly corner of the 
streets, frequently constitutes the dinner of these 
respected and worthy souls. | | 

And such as these, with successful tradesmen, 
form the aristocracy of a population as large as many 
a stately city ! 

Then, lower in the scale, we see the skilled 
mechanics, the most useful men of all; but these 
look gloomy now the foreigners are stepping in 
and making rotten goods, getting employment by 
working longer hours for shorter pay. 

And then the factory hands, the lowest class, limp- 
ing to the badly-ventilated rooms to work, perhaps for 
fifteen hours for a wretched little pittance. Look at 
their wan faces, and thin, ill-fed bodies ; what a tale 
could they tell of misery and over-work ! 

And the vast army of the unemployed who loaf 
about the streets, stand outside public-houses, and 
level curses and obscene language at innocent 
passers-by ! 
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Lastly, the girls. What are they like? Are they 
the types of purity and sweetness that poets love to 
talk of ?—made by the Creator to guide the rougher 
natures of men unto the realm of light and love? Is 
this group of factory girls dressed up in ribbons and 
feathers of garish, screaming colours, shouting foul 
words, and laughing loud at every man they pass, 
likely to refine а home? 

Is this other group of shabbily-dressed girls, with 
care and labour stamped upon their injured faces, 
likely to do more than provide bare crusts for the 
little ones at home ? | 

Yes, the Whitechapel Road is not a tempting place 
for a refined Londoner or foreigner, for it is a 
place where innocence no longer dwells; where the 
young in years are old in knowiedge, though, alas! 
not of good, but of evil. | 
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CHAPTER II. 
ALDGATE AT NIGHT. 


A SATURDAY evening in the East-end of London! 
Who that has seen this sight can ever forget it? 
Crowds upon crowds of dissolute men and women jog 
and jostle each other upon the pavements, and the 
roads are nearly impassable from the costers' carts, 
containing every conceivable article of diet, apparel, 
` and mechanical contrivance. Тһе men shout out the 
rare value of their goods in exultant tones, as if to 
defy comparison with their rivals further on. 

How depressing is the scene! But what is that 
singing we hear? Two big young girls with dis- 
hevelled hair, arm in arm, brush past us—excited by 
drink, screaming from lungs of iron the song last 
heard at the “ Cambridge " hard by. 

As we walk on we pass а church with two huge 
lamps, vieing with the public-house lights in im- 
portance and attractiveness — and these reveal a 
picture by one of our greatest allegorical painters. 
See that dear young child awe-inspired, wonderingly 
staring at the mosaic which he cannot understand, 
but vaguely feels is telling of a life widely different 
from that of his own debased surroundings. 

But as the commemoration of the Resurrection 
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dawns upon us, the streets suddenly become dark, 
for the bright lights are extinguished and the duped 
ones are ejected from the glittering palaces, some to 
stumlle and totter through innumerable alleys to 
what is called home, and others to lounge about with 
apparently no object in life. Life itself seems dead 
in them as they live. Half-starved many of them, 
and homeless; without wishing it or wanting it, 
falling into sin—apparently unintentionally. How 
can we blame them? Should we be better ? 

But let us hurry out of this pandemonium into 
purer air. We breathe once more as we approach 
Aldgate’s comparative quiet, and proceed westward. 
But why that whistle and hurrying of men to 
Mitre Square? Let us join them, and find out for 
ourselves. 

There with the aid of the policeman’s bulls-eye 
we see a sight so horrible that full particulars can- 
` not be printed, but it is a counterpart of that which 
the monks of Holy Trinity saw when they arrived 
аб that 1dentical spot in the year 1530. 

Measure this spot as carefully as you will, and 
you will find that the piece of ground on which 
Catherine Eddowes lies is the exact point where the 
steps of the high altar of Holy Trinity existed, and 
where the catastrophe to the ten foolish gallants 
occurred two centuries later. 

Oh, what can we do that these horrors may be 
stayed? What CAN we do? This is now the cry of 
public lamentation and woe! 

Is the ghost of Monk Martin still hovering over 
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the scene of his crime? Is the power of the Evil 
One still active? or 15 it the vengeance of the 
Almighty that has cursed this spot with a curse so 
awful in its results that no age can with certainty 
evade punishment ? 

Who is there so bold as to say that the one bit of 
ground that has sustained the weight of countless 
lifeless bodies, during more than three centuries, is 
not accursed—that there is no Curse upon Mitre 
Square ? 


ж ж ; ж ж 


Ав the pen drops from the hand cramped with 
writing this fearful historical narrative of crime and 
retribution—the brain in very sympathy and over- 
wrought with recounting the ghastly tragedies of 
present and bygone times, seeks ease and rest in 
slumber, and in sleep the veil of the future 1s unfolded. 

What 4s that white-robed procession bearing tapers 
and singing the Miserere? О blessed sight, behold a ` 
stream of Magdalens, with flowing hair and down- 
cast eyes, winding their way, as did the forty monks 
of old, to the accursed spot. 

And as they approach 4t, carrying their precious 
ointment, behold a radiant lijht is in the arr, reflect- 
ing а benediction on the spot below; and I see aloft 
the choir of Holy Trinity as it was before the curse 
fell upon 4t, restored by the Divine Architect to its 
old beauty and splendour, the rounded arches and the 
carved stalls on either side the altar. Instead of 
monks, I see, through the wreath of incense, а choir 
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of angels waving their palm branches to the rhythm 
of the heavenly antiphon—so full of favoured promise 
to all wanderers in this troublesome world :— 


Y “ THOUGH YOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET, 
THEY SHALL BE AS WHITE AS SNOW!” 


B THOUGH THEY BE RED LIKE CRIMSON, 
THEY SHALL BE AS WOOL!" 
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‘The treatment of many thousands of 
Cass of those chronic weaknesses and 
distressing ailments peculiar to females, 
— at the Invalids’ Hotel and Surgical In- 
` stitute, Buffalo, М. Y., has afforded a 


rience in nicely adapting and 
thoroughly testing remedies for tho | 
: eure of woman's peculiar maladies. 


Dr. Pierce's vorite Prescri 
tion is the outgrowth, or result, of this 


; . great and valuable experience. Thou- 


22 gands of testimon received from pa- 
Зн ts and from physicians who have 
. tested it in the more aggravated and 
obstinate cases which had ра еа their 
skill, prove it to be the most wonderful 
` remedy ever devised for the relief and 
cure of suffering women. It is not ro- 
- commended as a “cu . but as a 
most perfect Specifio for woman’s 
| MEE ВЯ 1, ! А ^ ting 
x a powe nvigora 
Вопіс it imparts strength to the whole 
system, and to the uterus, or womb and 
аррепдашеов, in partic . For over- 
` wor * worn-out,” **nun-down,” de- 
` bilitated teachers, milliners, dressmak- 
` erg, seamstresses, '&hop-girls," house- 
keepers, nursing mothers, and feeble 
` women Бесеу» Dr. Pierce's Favorite 
. Prescription is the greatest earthly boon, 
‘being unequalled as an appetizing cor- 
‘dial and restorative tonic. It promotes 
‘digestion and assimilation of food, cures 
mausea, weakness of stomach, indiges- 


tion, bloating and eructations of | 
 ~ Asa soothing and strengthen- 
Ang nervine, * Favorite Prescription? 


m ешын and is invaluable in allay- 
{ng ‘an 
~ frritability, exhaustion, prostration, hys- 
teria, spasms and other di stressing, nerv- 
ptoms commonly attendant upon 
rganic disease of the 
вісер and 
despond- 


It induces refresbin 
relieves mental anxiety an 
 ency. ` | 


^. Br. Pierce’s Favorite Prescrip- 
- tion is a legitimate medicine, 
` ` carefully com 


| unded by an ехрегіепе- 
` ed and skilful physician, and MAD 
. to woman's delicate or tion. It is 


. — purely vegetable in ita composition and 


condition of the system. 


subduing nervous excitability, 


wil be refunded. 


rmices in ite effects in any 


“Favorite Prescription”? Зя а 


positive cure for the most compl. ` 


cated and obstinate cases of leucorrhea, 
or" whites," excessive flowing at month- 
ly periods, painful menstruation, unnsi- . 
ural suppressions, prolapsus or falling 

of the womb, weak 
ness," anteversion, retroversion, bearing- 


down sensations, chronic congestion, in- 


flammation and ulceration of the womb, ` ү 


inflammation, pain and tenderness in 


| ovaries, accompanied with internal heat. | 


Еп pregnancy, * Favorite Prescrip- 
tion" is a “mother’s cordial,” relieving . 
nausea, weakness of stomach and other 
distressing T DOE common to that 
condition. Jf its use is kept up in the 
latter months of gestation, it so prepares | 


the system for delivery as to greatly 


lessen, and many times almost entirely 
do PT with the sutferings of that try- 


ordeal. | af 

Favorite Prescription, whet 
taken in connection with the use of 
Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery, 
and small laxative doses of Dr. Pierce'8 | 
Purgative Pellets (Little Liver Pills), 
cures Liver, Kidney and Bladder dig 
eases. Their combined use also removes | 


blood taints, and abolishes cancerous ` 


and scrofulous humors from the gystem. 


Treating the Wrong Disease. = 


Many times women call on their family 
physicians, suffering, as the өшер це 
one froin dyspepsia, another from eart | 
àjsenRe. another from liver or kidney 
disease, another from nervous exhaus- 
tion or Ro another with pain 
here or there, and in this way zw al} 
present alike to themselves and their 
easy-going and indifferent, or over-busy 


| doctor, separate and distinct 


for which he prescribes his pills and 
potions, assum them (09 such, 
when, in reality, they are all only symp. — 
toms caused by some womb rder, 


The physician, 
suffering, enco his practice until 
large bills are made. The suffering pa- 
tient. gets no better, but probably worse 
by reason of the delay, wrong treatment 
and consequent complications. А pro 
er medicine, like Dr, Pierce's Favori 
Prescription, directed to the cause would 
have entirely removed the disease, there- - 
by dispelling all those distressing symp- 
toms, and instituting comfort instead of 
prolonged ра Me ey. | 
“Favorite Prescription” із tho 
only medicine for women sold, by drug- 
ts, under a positive guarante 
rom the manufacturers, that it w 
give satisfaction in every case, or money 
This guarantee has 
been printed on the bottle-wrapper, and 


faithfully carried out for many years. ` 
potti 00. ок 


Large es (100 doses) $1 
ottles for $5.00. oe 

[X Send ten cents in stamps for Dr. 
Pierce’s large, illustrated Treatise (160 
pages) on Diseases of Women. Address, 


World's Dispensary Medical Association, 
NO, 668 MAIN Prxawr, BUFFALO, N, r 
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